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COMMISSIONER’S STATEMENT

Chicagoans experience city life through its 
streets in our daily commutes, street fairs and 
block parties, and even the view from our front 
porches. Public activity and neighborhood 
vitality often reflect the nature of surrounding 
streets. We must build and maintain our 
roads for healthy business districts, vibrant 
neighborhoods, and high quality of life– and 
move away from the narrow perspectives of 
the past. We must measure success on safety, 
choices, and livability.

Chicago residents need places to gather, 
conduct business, and recreate. We need 
systems that support choices to walk, bike, and 
connect to transit. Our street design should be 
reflective of our city; the historic boulevards, 
the elevated trains, the lakefront trail. Today, 
we are building a new Chicago for the next 
100 years. When we say “complete streets,” 
we mean designing streets for people. We 
mean designing for all users and all modes. 
We mean looking past the project level, to the 
surrounding community and economic systems. 
We mean protecting our most vulnerable 
users and eliminating pedestrian and bicyclist 
deaths. 

Complete Streets Chicago builds upon 
Chicago’s 2006 complete streets policy. That 
policy influenced our Bikeway Design Guide 
and Bike 2015 Plan and began creating 
complete streets. The Chicago Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) has now launched its 
Streets for Cycling 2020 plan and Chicago 
Pedestrian Plan. This new policy and design 
guide will bridge these and similar planning 
efforts. It defines our processes, standards, 
and expected outcomes.

Complete Streets Chicago is the result of an 
integrated and inclusive process. CDOT’s 
divisions were asked to look at methods for 
project delivery, measurement, and standards 
to identify areas for improvement. We went 
outside the agency to improve upon state-
level project coordination. I applaud CDOT 
staff for contributions to this guide and their 
commitment to building complete streets. 

CDOT’s mission is to keep the city’s surface 
transportation networks and public way safe 
for users, environmentally sustainable, in a 
state of good repair and attractive, so that 
its diverse residents, businesses and guests 
all enjoy a variety of quality transportation 
options, regardless of ability or destination. 

We all want better, safer streets. This effort will 
bring the City closer to this goal.

Gabe Klein
Commissioner, Department of Transportation
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PEDESTRIAN

TRANSIT

BICYCLE

AUTO

1

2

3

4

The Chicago Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) works to ensure that our streets are 
safe and designed for all users. The City of 
Chicago’s Complete Streets policy states: 

The safety and convenience of all users of the 
transportation system including pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit users, freight, and motor 
vehicle drivers shall be accommodated and 
balanced in all types of transportation and 
development projects and through all phases 
of a project so that even the most vulnerable – 
children, elderly, and persons with disabilities 
– can travel safely within the public right-of-
way.

CDOT issues Complete Streets Chicago: 
Design Guidelines to implement this policy. 
To create complete streets, CDOT has 
adopted a pedestrian-first modal hierarchy. 
All transportation projects and programs, 
from scoping to maintenance, will favor 
pedestrians first, then transit riders, cyclists, 
and automobiles. 

This paradigm will balance Chicago’s streets 
and make them more “complete.” In addition, 
street design will be conducted in a manner 
that supports context and modal priorities and 
is not limited by rigid engineering standards. 
This will allow staff to develop innovative 
solutions that meet the over-arching goal of a 
complete street. 
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Including modal hierarchy, Complete Streets 
Chicago has four key themes. 

 

Typology
Typology classifies streets by roadway function 
and surrounding context, including right-of-
way width, building type, and land use. It 
will serve as a methodology to ensure that the 
design and use of a street will complement the 
surrounding area, and vice versa. 

Design Values
Design values provide flexible guidance for 
accommodating and balancing when making 
decisions.  Design trees provide guidance 
towards the range of street design options. 
They can be used top down (given modal 
hierarchy and typology) or bottom up (given 
available right-of-way). They are intended to 
provide a simple and effective means to weigh 
street design options, given a various range of 
conditions. 

Streets cannot be ‘complete’ without proper 
intersections and crossings. The policies 
and procedures focus on creating compact 
and safe junctions. They provide pragmatic 
guidance such as planning the width of a 
pedestrian refuge island to protect a person 
pushing a stroller, and directing designers to 
slow drivers from highway speeds before they 
arrive at the city street intersection.

    Typology            D
esign Values          Proce

du
re

s 
   

  M
o

d
al

 H

ierarchy

Key 
Complete Streets

 Themes

PEDESTRIAN 
REALM

PEDESTRIAN 
REALM

INTERSTITIAL
AREA

INTERSTITIAL
AREAVEHICLE 

REALM MEDIAN

Stoop Area
Door Zone
Yards
Building Setbacks
Walkways
Trees
Sidewalk Furniture
Driveways

Stoop Area
Door Zone
Yards
Building Setbacks
Walkways
Trees
Sidewalk Furniture
Driveways

Curbs
Bicycle Lanes
Protected Bicycle Lanes
Parking 
Turn Lanes

Curbs
Bicycle Lanes
Protected Bicycle Lanes
Parking 
Turn Lanes

Bus Lanes
Travel Lanes
Bicycle Lanes

Bus Lanes
Travel Lanes
Bicycle Lanes

Landscaping
Pedestrian Refuges
Bus-rapid Transit
Protected Bicycle Lanes
Turn Lanes

VEHICLE 
REALM
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 o
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, b
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it 
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ot
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m
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 C
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 p
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 c
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 d
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 C
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 c
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 p
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 p
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, s
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 p
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 b
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r b
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 c
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 c
ro

ss
-se

ct
io

ns
, i

nt
er

se
ct

io
n 

de
sig

n,
 s

ig
na

l t
im

in
g,

 m
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.
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l c
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 b
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 b
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 c
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 p
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 b
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 b
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 C
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 b
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 c
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 o
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at
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ra
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 b
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 re
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 D
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t o
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 p
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 b
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 d
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, f
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 c
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 p
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d 

no
t 

ac
co
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.
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w
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 b
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ss
iv

el
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r p
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 o
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 p
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 d
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 c
om

m
itt

ee
 w

ill
 

re
vi

ew
 th

e 
iss

ue
 a

nd
 m

ak
e 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
to

 th
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 d
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 c
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 d
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, d
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 D
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e 
M

ak
e 

W
ay

 fo
r P

la
y 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

M
an

y 
pr

io
r p

ro
je

ct
s 

lik
e 

th
e 

St
re

et
sc

ap
e 

G
ui

de
lin

es
, 

th
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, S

., 
M

ov
in

g 
Be

yo
nd

 P
re

va
ili

ng
 S

tre
et

 D
es

ig
n 

St
an

da
rd

s,
 T

he
 C

en
te

r f
or

 
La

w
, E

ne
rg

y,
 a

nd
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t a
t t

he
 B

er
ke

le
y 

La
w

 S
ch

oo
l, 

20
10

.

La
w

re
nc

e 
Av

e 
Ro

ad
 D

ie
t -

 P
ro

po
se

d 
Co

nd
iti

on
s
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L
o

c
a

l 
S

tr
e

e
t 

M
a

n
u

a
ls

Lo
ca

l j
ur

isd
ic

tio
ns

 fo
llo

w
 th

e 
G

re
en

 B
oo

k,
 

th
e 

BD
E,

 th
e 

BL
R,

 o
r d

es
ig

n 
gu

id
an

ce
 

fro
m

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

ns
 s

uc
h 

as
 th

e 
In

sti
tu

te
 o

f 
Tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

En
gi

ne
er

s 
(IT

E)
 o

ut
 o

f l
ia

bi
lit

y 
co

nc
er

ns
. N

ei
th

er
 fe

de
ra

l n
or

 s
ta

te
 la

w
 

m
an

da
te

s 
ad

op
tio

n 
or

 a
dh

er
en

ce
 to

 th
es

e 
gu

id
es

. H
ow

ev
er

, m
un

ic
ip

al
iti

es
 o

fte
n 

ad
op

t 
th

em
 to

 p
ro

te
ct

 th
em

se
lv

es
 fr

om
 la

w
su

its
. 

Fu
rth

er
, m

an
y 

do
n’

t h
av

e 
th

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

to
 

de
ve

lo
p 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
sta

nd
ar

ds
 a

nd
 p

ra
ct

ic
es

, s
o 

th
ey

 a
do

pt
 th

os
e 

in
 th

e 
G

re
en

 B
oo

k,
 th

e 
BD

E,
 

or
 a

no
th

er
 p

re
vi

ou
sly

 a
do

pt
ed

 m
an

ua
l, 

or
 

th
os

e 
of

 o
th

er
 c

iti
es

. 

A
 q

ue
sti

on
 o

fte
n 

po
se

d 
by

 p
la

in
tif

fs’
 a

tto
rn

ey
s 

in
 tr

af
fic

-re
la

te
d 

cr
as

he
s 

is,
 “

W
er

e 
es

ta
bl

ish
ed

 
or

 p
re

va
ili

ng
 d

es
ig

ns
, s

ta
nd

ar
ds

, a
nd

 
gu

id
an

ce
, f

ol
lo

w
ed

?”
 If

 th
e 

at
to

rn
ey

s 
ca

n 
pr

ov
e 

th
at

 th
e 

lo
ca

l j
ur

isd
ic

tio
ns

 d
ev

ia
te

d 
fro

m
 e

sta
bl

ish
ed

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
, t

he
y 

en
ha

nc
e 

th
ei

r c
ha

nc
es

 o
f w

in
ni

ng
 a

 ju
dg

m
en

t a
ga

in
st 

th
e 

ju
ris

di
ct

io
n.

 T
he

re
fo

re
, a

ge
nc

ie
s 

ca
n 

ge
t 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

by
 a

do
pt

in
g 

gu
id

el
in

es
 

th
at

 re
fle

ct
 th

ei
r d

es
ig

n 
pr

ef
er

en
ce

s.
 

C
iti

es
 a

re
 a

ut
ho

riz
ed

 to
 a

do
pt

 o
r m

od
ify

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
pr

ac
tic

es
, s

ta
nd

ar
ds

, a
nd

 g
ui

de
lin

es
 

th
at

 m
ay

 re
fle

ct
 d

iff
er

en
ce

s 
fro

m
 th

e 
G

re
en

 
Bo

ok
, t

he
 B

LR
, a

nd
 th

e 
BD

E.
 If

 th
es

e 
ch

an
ge

s 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 fa

ll 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 a
cc

ep
ta

bl
e 

pr
ac

tic
e 

al
lo

w
ed

 b
y 

na
tio

na
lly

 re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

de
sig

n 
sta

nd
ar

ds
, t

he
 a

do
pt

in
g 

ag
en

ci
es

 a
re

 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

fro
m

 li
ab

ili
ty

 to
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

ex
te

nt
 th

ey
 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
if 

th
ey

 a
pp

lie
d 

th
e 

G
re

en
 B

oo
k,

 
th

e 
BL

R,
 o

r t
he

 B
DE

. T
he

 c
on

te
nt

 o
f C

om
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s 

C
hi

ca
go

 fa
lls

 w
ith

in
 th

is 
ra

ng
e 

of
 

ac
ce

pt
ab

le
 p

ra
ct

ic
es

.

W
or

ki
ng

 w
ith

in
 p

re
vi

ou
sly

 e
sta

bl
ish

ed
 re

gi
on

al
 

gu
id

el
in

es
 g

en
er

al
ly

 s
ho

ul
d 

re
su

lt 
in

 a
 d

es
ig

n 
th

at
 is

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 fr

om
 li

ab
ili

ty.
 H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 

G
re

en
 B

oo
k,

 th
e 

BL
R,

 a
nd

 th
e 

BD
E 

ar
e 

sil
en

t 
on

 m
an

y 
de

sig
n 

fe
at

ur
es

, a
nd

 d
o 

no
t c

on
sid

er
 

th
e 

ne
ed

s 
w

ith
in

 u
ni

qu
e 

ur
ba

n 
co

nt
ex

ts.
 In

 
th

es
e 

ca
se

s,
 it

 is
 c

om
m

on
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

fo
r a

ge
nc

ie
s 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 th

ei
r o

w
n 

gu
id

el
in

es
 a

nd
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 
th

at
 in

co
rp

or
at

e 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l e

qu
iv

al
en

ts 
or

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
 fr

om
 o

th
er

 c
iti

es
. I

n 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 
un

iq
ue

 C
ity

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
, t

he
 C

ity
 d

em
on

str
at

es
 

du
e 

di
lig

en
ce

 a
nd

 re
as

on
ab

le
 a

ct
io

n 
in

 th
ei

r 
ro

ad
w

ay
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t p

ro
ce

ss
.

W
he

n 
ag

en
ci

es
 e

le
ct

 to
 u

til
iz

e 
de

sig
ns

 th
at

 fa
ll 

ou
tsi

de
 th

e 
gu

id
el

in
es

 o
f n

at
io

na
lly

 re
co

gn
iz

ed
 

do
cu

m
en

ts,
 th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 u

se
 a

dd
iti

on
al

 c
ar

e 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
ey

 d
o 

no
t e

xp
os

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 to
 

lia
bi

lit
y.

 In
 th

es
e 

ca
se

s,
 to

 m
in

im
iz

e 
lia

bi
lit

y,
 

lo
ca

l j
ur

isd
ic

tio
ns

 e
ith

er
 n

ee
d 

to
 a

do
pt

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
sta

nd
ar

ds
 (w

hi
ch

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

ra
tio

na
le

 o
r e

vi
de

nc
e 

of
 re

as
on

ab
le

ne
ss

), 
or

 th
ey

 c
an

 c
on

du
ct

 a
 p

ilo
t p

ro
je

ct
. W

he
n 

co
nd

uc
tin

g 
an

 e
xp

er
im

en
ta

l p
ilo

t p
ro

je
ct

, 
ag

en
ci

es
 n

ee
d 

to
 s

ho
w

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 u
sin

g 
th

e 
be

st 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
th

at
 is

 re
as

on
ab

ly
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

to
 th

em
 a

t t
he

 ti
m

e,
 d

oc
um

en
t w

hy
 th

ey
 a

re
 

do
in

g 
w

ha
t t

he
y 

ar
e 

do
in

g,
 u

se
 a

 lo
gi

ca
l 

pr
oc

es
s,

 a
nd

 m
on

ito
r t

he
 re

su
lts

 a
nd

 m
od

ify
 

ac
co

rd
in

gl
y.

 T
hi

s 
is 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

ag
en

cy
 m

ay
 

be
 re

qu
ire

d 
in

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 to

 s
ho

w
 th

at
 it

s 
de

sig
n 

is 
re

as
on

ab
le

, a
nd

 th
e 

ag
en

cy
 m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 c
ite

 a
 n

at
io

na
lly

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
gu

id
el

in
e 

or
 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

to
 s

up
po

rt 
its

 lo
ca

l a
ct

io
n.
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th

e 
de

sig
n 

en
gi

ne
er

 h
as

 re
as

on
 to

 b
el

ie
ve

 
th

at
 th

e 
ne

w
 o

r e
vo

lv
ed

 d
es

ig
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

sa
fe

r 
or

 o
th

er
w

ise
 m

or
e 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
fo

r s
om

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
th

an
 if

 a
 p

re
va

ili
ng

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
an

d 
gu

id
el

in
e 

is 
us

ed
. T

he
 re

as
on

s 
or

 ra
tio

na
le

s 
fo

r p
ilo

t 
pr

oj
ec

ts 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 e

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
ju

dg
m

en
t 

an
d 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
do

cu
m

en
te

d 
to

 fu
rth

er
 m

in
im

iz
e 

ex
po

su
re

 to
 li

ab
ili

ty.
 U

nl
es

s 
ot

he
rw

ise
 n

ot
ed

, 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 in
 C

om
pl

et
e 

St
re

et
s 

C
hi

ca
go

 c
an

 
re

ad
ily

 b
e 

ad
op

te
d 

an
d 

in
co

rp
or

at
ed

 w
ith

ou
t 

fe
ar

 o
f i

nc
re

as
ed

 li
ab

ili
ty.

 

In
 s

om
e 

ca
se

s,
 A

A
SH

TO
 d

es
ig

n 
gu

id
el

in
es

 
m

ay
 n

ot
 p

ro
vi

de
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 in
no

va
tiv

e 
or

 
ex

pe
rim

en
ta

l t
re

at
m

en
ts 

th
at

 h
av

e 
sh

ow
n 

gr
ea

t 
pr

om
ise

 in
 e

ar
ly

 e
xp

er
im

en
ts 

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

. 
Si

nc
e 

A
A

SH
TO

 is
 a

 d
es

ig
n 

gu
id

e,
 a

ge
nc

ie
s 

ha
ve

 s
om

e 
fle

xi
bi

lit
y 

to
 u

se
 d

es
ig

ns
 th

at
 fa

ll 
ou

tsi
de

 th
e 

bo
un

da
rie

s 
of

 th
e 

A
A

SH
TO

 g
ui

de
. 

De
vi

at
io

n 
fro

m
 th

e 
ra

ng
e 

of
 d

es
ig

ns
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

in
 th

e 
A

A
SH

TO
 g

ui
de

 re
qu

ire
s 

ag
en

ci
es

 to
 u

se
 

gr
ea

te
r c

ar
e 

an
d 

di
lig

en
ce

 to
 d

oc
um

en
t t

he
ir 

ju
sti

fic
at

io
n,

 p
re

ca
ut

io
ns

, a
nd

 d
et

er
m

in
at

io
n 

to
 d

ev
ia

te
 fr

om
 th

e 
gu

id
el

in
es

. T
he

se
 in

cl
ud

e 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n/

an
al

ys
is 

an
d 

ap
pr

ov
al

 b
y 

a 
re

gi
ste

re
d 

en
gi

ne
er

 q
ua

lifi
ed

 to
 s

ig
n 

th
e 

pl
an

s,
 

an
d 

co
ul

d 
in

cl
ud

e 
ce

rti
fic

at
io

n 
by

 a
 re

vi
ew

in
g 

bo
dy

 c
le

ar
ly

 in
di

ca
tin

g 
th

e 
ag

en
cy

’s 
in

te
nt

. 
Th

is 
pr

oc
es

s 
do

cu
m

en
ts 

th
e 

en
gi

ne
er

in
g 

ju
dg

m
en

t t
ha

t w
en

t i
nt

o 
th

e 
de

sig
n.

 

M
an

y 
ci

tie
s 

to
da

y 
us

e 
va

rio
us

 tr
af

fic
 c

al
m

in
g 

m
ea

su
re

s 
to

 s
lo

w
 tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
 li

va
bi

lit
y.

 T
ra

ffi
c 

ca
lm

in
g 

m
ea

su
re

s 
ar

e 
no

t t
ra

ffi
c 

co
nt

ro
l d

ev
ic

es
 a

nd
 

th
er

ef
or

e 
th

e 
sta

te
 e

xe
rc

ise
s 

no
 ju

ris
di

ct
io

n 
ov

er
 th

em
.

Lo
ca

l a
ge

nc
ie

s 
m

ay
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 u
se

 m
an

y 
ot

he
r r

ep
or

ts 
an

d 
do

cu
m

en
ts 

to
 g

ui
de

 th
ei

r 
ro

ad
w

ay
 d

es
ig

n 
an

d 
tra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
pl

an
ni

ng
. 

O
th

er
 d

oc
um

en
ts 

pr
ov

id
e 

va
lu

ab
le

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 

an
d 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
da

ta
, b

ut
 th

ey
 d

o 
no

t s
et

 
sta

nd
ar

ds
. T

he
y 

ca
n 

be
 re

fe
rre

d 
to

 a
nd

 
de

fin
ed

 a
s 

sta
nd

ar
ds

 b
y 

lo
ca

l a
ge

nc
ie

s,
 b

ut
 

th
e 

lo
ca

l a
ut

ho
rit

y 
of

te
n 

ha
s 

th
e 

fle
xi

bi
lit

y 
to

 
se

le
ct

iv
el

y 
en

do
rs

e,
 m

od
ify

, o
r d

efi
ne

 h
ow

 
th

es
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
na

l d
oc

um
en

ts 
ca

n 
be

 u
se

d 
or

 
in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 in

to
 it

s 
en

gi
ne

er
in

g 
an

d 
pl

an
ni

ng
 

pr
oc

es
se

s.
 A

lso
, n

ew
er

 v
er

sio
ns

 o
f t

he
se

 
do

cu
m

en
ts 

ha
ve

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
th

at
 

ca
n 

co
nfl

ic
t w

ith
 th

e 
lo

ca
l h

ist
or

ic
al

 a
pp

ro
ac

h.

Th
e 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 re
su

lts
 o

f t
he

 d
es

ig
n 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
 

pr
es

en
te

d 
in

 C
om

pl
et

e 
St

re
et

s 
C

hi
ca

go
 a

re
 

in
te

nd
ed

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

/o
r l

iv
ab

ili
ty.

 
A

s 
a 

re
su

lt,
 im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

es
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 
sh

ou
ld

 g
en

er
al

ly
 re

du
ce

 li
ab

ili
ty

 a
nd

 la
w

su
its

. 
Th

er
e 

is 
no

 w
ay

 to
 p

re
ve

nt
 a

ll 
co

lli
sio

ns
 o

r 
la

w
su

its
, b

ut
 a

do
pt

in
g 

po
lic

ie
s,

 g
ui

de
lin

es
, 

an
d 

sta
nd

ar
ds

, a
nd

 d
oi

ng
 p

ilo
t p

ro
je

ct
s 

w
ith

 re
as

on
ab

le
 p

re
ca

ut
io

ns
 is

 a
 d

ef
en

sib
le

 
ap

pr
oa

ch
. 



24
C

O
M

P
L

E
T

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T
S

 C
H

IC
A

G
O

1.
6

.5
 

M
a

n
u

a
l 

o
n

 U
n

if
o

rm
 T

ra
ff

ic
 

C
o

n
tr

o
l 

D
e

v
ic

e
s 

(M
U

T
C

D
)

Th
e 

M
U

TC
D 

pr
ov

id
es

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 a

nd
 g

ui
da

nc
e 

fo
r t

he
 d

es
ig

n 
an

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 a
ll 

al
lo

w
ed

 
tra

ffi
c 

co
nt

ro
l d

ev
ic

es
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

ro
ad

w
ay

 
m

ar
ki

ng
s,

 tr
af

fic
 s

ig
ns

, a
nd

 s
ig

na
ls.

 T
he

 
Fe

de
ra

l H
ig

hw
ay

 A
dm

in
ist

ra
tio

n 
ov

er
se

es
 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
M

U
TC

D.
 Il

lin
oi

s 
ci

tie
s 

m
us

t 
al

so
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

Ill
in

oi
s 

Su
pp

le
m

en
t t

o 
th

e 
M

U
TC

D,
 w

hi
ch

 h
as

 s
om

e 
ad

di
tio

na
l s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 
fo

r I
lli

no
is 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
d 

in
 th

e 
fe

de
ra

l M
U

TC
D.

Th
e 

ru
le

s 
an

d 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts 
fo

r t
he

 u
se

 o
f t

ra
ffi

c 
co

nt
ro

l d
ev

ic
es

 a
re

 d
iff

er
en

t t
ha

n 
fo

r s
tre

et
 

de
sig

n 
cr

ite
ria

. L
oc

al
 a

ge
nc

ie
s 

ha
ve

 li
m

ite
d 

fle
xi

bi
lit

y 
to

 d
ev

ia
te

 fr
om

 th
e 

pr
ov

isi
on

s 
of

 th
e 

M
U

TC
D 

in
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 tr
af

fic
 c

on
tro

l d
ev

ic
es

 
du

e 
to

 th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

M
U

TC
D 

an
d 

sta
te

 la
w

. T
he

 M
U

TC
D 

do
es

 p
ro

vi
de

 
fle

xi
bi

lit
y 

w
ith

in
 it

s 
ge

ne
ra

l p
ro

vi
sio

ns
 fo

r 
ite

m
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

tra
ffi

c 
co

nt
ro

l d
ev

ic
es

, u
se

 o
f c

us
to

m
 s

ig
n 

le
ge

nd
s 

fo
r 

un
iq

ue
 s

itu
at

io
ns

, t
ra

ffi
c 

sig
n 

siz
es

, a
nd

 s
ig

n 
pl

ac
em

en
t s

pe
ci

fic
s.

 

In
 c

on
tra

st,
 a

ge
nc

ie
s 

do
 n

ot
 g

en
er

al
ly

 h
av

e 
th

e 
fle

xi
bi

lit
y 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 s

ig
ns

 th
at

 a
re

 s
im

ila
r i

n 
pu

rp
os

e 
to

 s
ig

ns
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

m
an

ua
l w

hi
le

 u
sin

g 
di

ffe
re

nt
 c

ol
or

s,
 s

ha
pe

s,
 o

r s
ym

bo
ls.

 A
ge

nc
ie

s 
ar

e 
al

so
 n

ot
 a

ut
ho

riz
ed

 to
 e

sta
bl

ish
 tr

af
fic

 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

 th
at

 a
re

 n
ot

 s
pe

ci
fic

al
ly

 a
llo

w
ed

 o
r 

ar
e 

in
 c

on
fli

ct
 w

ith
 s

ta
te

 la
w

. T
he

 p
ro

vi
sio

ns
 o

f 
th

e 
M

U
TC

D 
an

d 
re

la
te

d 
sta

te
 la

w
s 

th
us

 m
ak

e 
it 

di
ffi

cu
lt 

to
 d

ep
lo

y 
ne

w
 tr

af
fic

 c
on

tro
l d

ev
ic

es
 

in
 Il

lin
oi

s.
 T

hi
s 

ca
n 

re
su

lt 
in

 c
om

pl
ic

at
io

ns
, 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 in

 th
e 

ar
ea

s 
of

 s
pe

ed
 m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
pe

de
str

ia
n 

cr
os

sin
gs

, a
nd

 b
ik

ew
ay

 tr
ea

tm
en

ts.

Th
e 

fe
de

ra
l M

U
TC

D 
an

d 
Ill

in
oi

s 
Su

pp
le

m
en

t t
o 

th
e 

M
U

TC
D 

es
ta

bl
ish

 w
ar

ra
nt

s 
fo

r t
he

 u
se

 o
f 

so
m

e 
tra

ffi
c 

co
nt

ro
l d

ev
ic

es
. F

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e,

 s
to

p 
sig

ns
, t

ra
ffi

c 
sig

na
ls,

 a
nd

 fl
as

hi
ng

 b
ea

co
ns

 
ar

e 
ex

pe
ct

ed
 to

 m
ee

t m
in

im
um

 th
re

sh
ol

ds
 

be
fo

re
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n.
 T

he
se

 th
re

sh
ol

ds
 in

cl
ud

e 
su

ch
 c

rit
er

ia
 a

s 
nu

m
be

r o
f v

eh
ic

le
s,

 n
um

be
r 

of
 p

ed
es

tri
an

s 
or

 o
th

er
 u

se
s,

 d
ist

an
ce

 to
 

ot
he

r d
ev

ic
es

, c
ra

sh
 h

ist
or

y,
 a

nd
 m

or
e.

 T
he

se
 

w
ar

ra
nt

s 
of

te
n 

pr
ev

en
t l

oc
al

 e
ng

in
ee

rs
 fr

om
 

ap
pl

yi
ng

 d
ev

ic
es

 th
at

, i
n 

th
ei

r o
pi

ni
on

, m
ay

 
im

pr
ov

e 
sa

fe
ty.

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 tr

ai
l a

nd
/o

r 
pe

de
str

ia
n 

cr
os

sin
gs

 o
f b

us
y,

 h
ig

h-
sp

ee
d,

 
w

id
e 

ar
te

ria
l s

tre
et

s 
m

ay
 n

ee
d 

sig
na

ls 
fo

r u
se

r 
sa

fe
ty,

 b
ut

 th
ey

 m
ay

 n
ot

 m
ee

t t
he

 w
ar

ra
nt

s.
 

A
s 

w
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 s
tre

et
 d

es
ig

n 
gu

id
el

in
es

, c
iti

es
 m

ay
 

es
ta

bl
ish

 th
ei

r o
w

n 
w

ar
ra

nt
s 

or
 m

od
ify

 th
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e 
su

gg
es

te
d 

by
 th

e 
M

U
TC

D 
to

 s
ui

t t
he

ir 
co

nt
ex

t 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 u
se

 s
om

e 
tra

ffi
c 

co
nt

ro
l d

ev
ic

es
. I

n 
sp

ec
ia

l c
irc

um
sta

nc
es

 th
at

 d
ev

ia
te

 fr
om

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
w

ar
ra

nt
s,

 c
iti

es
 n

ee
d 

to
 d

oc
um

en
t t

he
ir 

re
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on
s 

fo
r t

he
 e

xc
ep

tio
n.

 F
or

 e
xa

m
pl

e,
 th

ey
 

m
ay

 s
ay

 tr
ai

l c
ro

ss
in

gs
 o

r s
ch

oo
l c

ro
ss

in
gs

 
qu

al
ify

 fo
r c

er
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in
 tr

af
fic

 c
on

tro
l d

ev
ic
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Il
li

n
o
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 F

ir
e

 C
o

d
e

Th
e 

Ill
in
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s 

Fi
re

 C
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an

d 
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e 
C
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f C
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go
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re
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n 
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 s
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n 
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m
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. B

ot
h 
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e 

th
e 

N
at

io
na

l F
ire

 C
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 N
at

io
na

l 
Fi

re
 C

od
e 

is 
w

rit
te

n 
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 p

riv
at

e 
ag

en
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 a
nd

 
ha

s 
no

 o
ffi

ci
al

 le
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l s
ta

nd
in

g 
un

le
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 s
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s 
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 m

un
ic

ip
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 a
do

pt
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s 
gu

id
el

in
es

, a
s 

is 
th

e 
ca

se
 in

 Il
lin

oi
s 

an
d 

th
e 

C
ity

 o
f C

hi
ca

go
. 

Th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 
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rri

er
 c

au
se

d 
by
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is 
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op

tio
n 

is 
th

e 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t f
or

 a
 m

in
im

um
 o

f 2
0 

fe
et
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f u

no
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tru
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ed
 c

le
ar

 p
at

h 
on

 s
tre

et
s.
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ts 
m
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ip
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 d
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yi

el
d”
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et
s 
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 s

lo
w

 c
ar

s 
an

d 
to

 m
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e 
th

e 
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ee
ts 
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r, 
le
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 la

nd
 c

on
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m
pt
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e 

an
d 

m
or

e 
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ita
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e 
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 p
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d 
bi
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ist
s.

 

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
w

ay
s 

ar
ou

nd
 th

is 
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qu
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m
en

t. 
If 

th
e 

lo
ca

l j
ur

isd
ic

tio
n 
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s 
m

ea
su

re
s 

su
ch

 a
s 

in
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lli
ng

 s
pr

in
kl

er
s 

an
d 

ad
di

ng
 e

xt
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 fi
re

 
hy

dr
an

ts,
 o

r t
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 a
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en

t b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

re
 b

ui
lt 

w
ith

 fi
re

 re
ta

rd
an

t m
at

er
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ls,
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 m
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 b
e 
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ge
t t

he
 lo

ca
l fi

re
 d

ep
ar

tm
en

t t
o 
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re

e 
to
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e 

ex
ce

pt
io

n.
 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
el

y,
 th

e 
sta

te
 le

gi
sla

tu
re

 c
ou

ld
 

re
pe

al
 it

s 
ad

op
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

20
-fo

ot
 c

le
ar

 p
at

h 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t d
ue

 to
:

 »
Th

e 
ar

bi
tra

ry
 a

nd
 u

n-
re

se
ar

ch
ed

 n
at

ur
e 

of
 

th
e 

pr
ov

isi
on

; 
 »

Th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 p

ro
bl

em
s 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
re

su
lti

ng
 e

xc
es

siv
el

y 
w

id
e 

str
ee

ts;
 »

Th
e 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
io

n 
th

at
 th

is 
pr

ov
isi

on
 

ca
us

es
 w

ith
 p

ro
pe

rly
 re

se
ar

ch
ed

 
gu

id
el

in
es

 a
nd

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 b

y 
IT

E,
 C

N
U

, 
A

A
SH

TO
, a

nd
 o

th
er

s 
fo

r s
tre

et
s 

un
de

r 3
4 

fe
et

 w
id

e;
 a

nd
, 

 »
Th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l l

ia
bi

lit
y 

th
at

 th
e 

20
-fo

ot
 

cl
ea

r p
ro

vi
sio

n 
cr

ea
te

s 
fo

r d
es

ig
ne

rs
 w

ho
 

m
ai

nt
ai

n,
 m

od
ify

, o
r d

es
ig

n 
str

ee
ts 

th
at

 d
o 

no
t p

ro
vi

de
 2

0-
fo

ot
 c

le
ar

 p
at

hs
.

It 
is 

lik
el

y 
th

at
 th

e 
sta

te
 le

gi
sla

tu
re

 a
nd

 th
e 

C
ity

 
w

er
e 

un
aw

ar
e 

of
 th

es
e 

iss
ue

s 
w

he
n 

ad
op

tin
g 

th
ei

r e
xi

sti
ng

 fi
re

 c
od

es
.
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M
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M
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C
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m
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M
U
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Ty
po
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, t
he

 s
tu

dy
 o

f t
yp

es
, i

s 
us

ed
 b

y 
tra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
pr

of
es

sio
na

ls 
to

 c
at

eg
or

iz
e 

str
ee

ts 
an

d 
th

ei
r c

on
te

xt
s 

by
 ty

pe
, o

r s
im

ila
r 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s.
 T

he
y 

he
lp

 in
 th

e 
se

le
ct

io
n 

of
 

tre
at

m
en

ts 
w

hi
ch

 b
es

t r
efl

ec
t t

he
 s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t, 

be
st 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

e 
al

l m
od

es
, 

be
st 

re
fle

ct
 re

gu
la

to
ry

 s
tri

ct
ur

es
, a

nd
 b

es
t a

ffe
ct

 
de

sir
ed

 o
ut

co
m

es
: c

om
pl

et
e 

str
ee

ts.
 H

ist
or

ic
al

, 
ex

ist
in

g,
 p

ro
po

se
d 

an
d 

de
sir

ed
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 m
ay

 
be

 c
on

sid
er

ed
 w

he
n 

es
ta

bl
ish

in
g 

ty
po

lo
gi

es
. 

Th
es

e 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 w
ill

 u
til

iz
e 

fo
ur

 
se

ts 
of

 ty
po

lo
gi

es
:

1.
 

Bu
ild

in
g 

Fo
rm

 &
 F

un
ct

io
n 

– 
de

sc
rib

es
 

th
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

r o
f t

he
 s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
 

la
nd

 u
se

s,
 s

tru
ct

ur
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, r
eg

ul
at

or
y 

fra
m

ew
or

k,
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l, 

an
d 
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om
ic

 c
ha
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ct

er
ist
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w
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m
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– 
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e 
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te
r o

f t
he
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ad

w
ay

 a
nd
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s 

us
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 a
nd

 fu
nc

tio
n 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
m

od
al
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ste
m

s.
 C

ha
ra

ct
er
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ic

s 
in
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ud

e 
rig

ht
-
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-w

ay
, d

es
ig

n/
ta

rg
et

 s
pe

ed
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 n
um

be
r 

of
 la

ne
s,

 p
ar

ki
ng

 d
em

an
d,

 tr
af

fic
 

op
er

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 m

od
al

 v
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um
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.

3.
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tio
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in
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go
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 h

ow
 s
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et

s 
m

ee
t. 

4.
 

O
ve

rla
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 d
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e 

va
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pe

ra
tio

na
l, 

an
d 

pl
an

ni
ng
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s 

su
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s 

sn
ow

 ro
ut
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, t
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ut
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 m
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al
 p
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, a
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 ju
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di
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w
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 d
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n 
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ns
.

C
o

m
p

le
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 Z
o

n
in

g
Ty

po
lo

gi
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 c
an

 b
e 

us
ed
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 e

sta
bl

ish
 a

 
ci

ty
w

id
e 

str
ee

t c
la

ss
ifi

ca
tio

n 
sy

ste
m

, s
im

ila
r 

to
 th

e 
zo

ni
ng

 a
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 la
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 u
se

 p
ro

ce
ss

. A
 

ci
ty

w
id

e 
str

ee
t c

la
ss

ifi
ca

tio
n 

sy
ste

m
 w

ou
ld

 
re

qu
ire

 a
 m
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te

r p
la

nn
in

g 
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es

s 
an

d 
m

ay
 n

ee
d 

to
 in

vo
lv

e 
m

or
e 

str
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tu
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d 
co

lla
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ra
tio

n 
w
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 o

th
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 c
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 a
ge
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ie
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O
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d 
C

oo
k 

C
ou

nt
y.

 S
uc

h 
a 

pr
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s 

sh
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 lo
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 b
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d 
ex

ist
in

g 
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nd
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a 
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Th
e 
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rta
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is 

w
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n 
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no
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 U
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er
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g 
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e 
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t w
ith
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w
hi

ch
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 s
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n 
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rta

nt
 fi
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t s
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p.
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e 

se
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n 
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s 
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g 
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 fu
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n 
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e 
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c 
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. T

he
y 
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e 
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en
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e 

C
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’s 
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 O
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in
an
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s 
w
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an
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n 
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en
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y 
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nd
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 d
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C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 T

H
R

E
E

: 
D

E
S

IG
N

 G
U

ID
A

N
C

E

Th
e 

pr
ev

io
us

 s
ec

tio
n 

fo
cu

se
d 

on
 a

ss
em

bl
in

g 
an

d 
ap

pl
yi

ng
 p

la
nn

in
g-

le
ve

l i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
at

 th
e 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
of

 a
 p

ro
je

ct
. T

hi
s 

ch
ap

te
r p

ro
vi

de
s 

de
sig

n 
gu

id
an

ce
 fo

r c
re

at
in

g 
co

m
pl

et
e 

str
ee

ts.
 

Th
is 

se
ct

io
n 

de
sc

rib
es

 d
es

ig
n 

tre
es

, w
hi

ch
 

se
rv

e 
as

 a
 s

ta
rti

ng
 p

oi
nt

 fo
r t

he
 s

tre
et

 c
ro

ss
 

se
ct

io
n.

 It
 th

en
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

flo
w

 c
ha

rts
 o

f b
es

t 
pr

ac
tic

es
 fo

r d
ec

isi
on

 m
ak

in
g,

 s
pe

ci
fic

al
ly

 
w

ha
t t

o 
pr

io
rit

iz
e 

in
 d

es
ig

n.
 L

as
tly

, g
eo

m
et

ric
 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

na
l p

ol
ic

ie
s 

ar
e 

de
sc

rib
ed

 th
at

 a
re

 
su

pp
or

tiv
e 

of
 c

om
pl

et
e 

str
ee

t p
rin

ci
pl

es
. 

3
.1

 
M

o
d

a
l 

H
ie

ra
rc

h
y

C
DO

T 
w

ill
 u

se
 m

od
al

 h
ie

ra
rc

hi
es

 to
 in

fo
rm

 
de

sig
n 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

n 
de

ci
sio

ns
. T

he
 d

ef
au

lt 
hi

er
ar

ch
y 

is:
 P

ed
es

tri
an

 >
 Tr

an
sit

 >
 B

ic
yc

le
 

> 
A

ut
om

ob
ile

. P
ro

je
ct

-sp
ec

ifi
c 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

hi
er

ar
ch

ie
s 

m
ay

 b
e 

su
bm

itt
ed

 fo
r C

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 a
pp

ro
va

l. 
So

m
e 

po
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ib
le

 
hi

er
ar

ch
ie

s 
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cl
ud

e:

 »
Tr

an
sit

 >
 P

ed
es

tri
an

 >
 B

ic
yc

le
 >

 
A

ut
om

ob
ile

 - 
al

on
g 

a 
m

aj
or

 tr
an

sit
 

co
rri

do
r
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Bi

cy
cle

 >
 P

ed
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tri
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 >
 Tr

an
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 >
 

A
ut

om
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ile
 - 
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g 
a 
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cy

cl
e 

pr
io

rit
y 

str
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t 
w

ith
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ik
ew

ay
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 b
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 b
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le
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A
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 >
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tri
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 >
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l c
or

rid
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P
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R
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R
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Y
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f c
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Do
w

nt
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, c
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m
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al
 d

ist
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ts,
 a

nd
 

en
te

rta
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m
en

t a
re
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 a

ttr
ac

t h
ig

h 
vo

lu
m

es
 o

f 
pe

de
str

ia
n 

ac
tiv

ity
 a

nd
 d

em
an

d 
a 

hi
gh

 q
ua

lit
y 

w
al

ki
ng

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

Ev
en

 w
he

n 
pe

de
str

ia
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ar

e 
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t t
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 d
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an

t r
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ay

 u
se

r, 
vi
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an

t 
str

ee
t d

es
ig

n 
m
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t p
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 fo

r p
eo

pl
e 

w
al

ki
ng

, 
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op
pi

ng
, s
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ng
 o

r s
im

pl
y 

sit
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g.
 P

eo
pl

e 
w

al
ki

ng
 a
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 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
vu

ln
er

ab
le

 to
 in

ju
ry

 a
nd

 
de

at
h 

w
he

n 
hi

t b
y 

ve
hi

cl
es

 a
nd

 th
e 

de
sig

n 
an

d 
op
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at

io
ns

 o
f s

tre
et

s 
an

d 
in

te
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ec
tio
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m
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t p
ro
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 th
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. S
id

ew
al

ks
, c
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ss

w
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ks
, 

pe
de

str
ia

n 
sig
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nd

 o
th

er
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

m
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t a
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om
m

od
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e 
pe

de
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 o
f a

ll 
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s 
an

d 
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m
pl

y 
w
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 th
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A

m
er
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an

s 
w
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Di
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A
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t t
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s 

th
at
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o 
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e 
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is 

ar
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t c
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e.
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s 
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e 
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hi
ca
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ce
ss
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n 
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d 
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de
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 c
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 c
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n 

de
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s 
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f c
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), 
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s 
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m
p 
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, 
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l t
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in
g 
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fte

n 
ad
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d 
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e 
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it 
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 p
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ed
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 c
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t b
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 s
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al
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n 
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in
g 

ro
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 fo
r b

us
 s

he
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), 

an
d 

bu
s 

sto
p 
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 d
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n 
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ne
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sid
e 

at
 in

te
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, b
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 p
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ut
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r b
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b 

ou
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A
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ra
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tio
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t d
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f p
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h
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D
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 p
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t m
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m

ay
 fr
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te
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eo
pl

e 
w

ho
 d
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N

ev
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th
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 th
e 
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pr
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m
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 m
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e 
ro
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m
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e 
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 a
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 lo

ng
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 s
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l c
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s 
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ce
s 

m
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e 
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ffi
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 C
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pl
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e 
str
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e 
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en
t d
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: p
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e 
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 d
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w
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e 
pe
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fir
st 
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e 
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d 
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e 
m
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f p
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at
e 

cy
cl

ist
s.

 L
ik

e 
pe

de
str

ia
ns

, 
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e 
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 b
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t 
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d 

tra
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c 
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d 

an
d 
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ci
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 H
ow

ev
er

, b
ic

yc
lis

ts 
ar

e 
sig

ni
fic

an
tly

 
di

ffe
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nt
 fr

om
 p

ed
es

tri
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s.
 T

he
y 

tra
ve

l f
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te
r 

th
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 p
ed

es
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s 
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e 
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w
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sib

ly
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an
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ile

s.
 T

he
ir 

sk
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 le
ve

l 
va

rie
s 

gr
ea

tly
, r

es
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tin
g 

in
 a

 w
id

e 
ra

ng
e 

of
 

sp
ee

ds
 a

nd
 b
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av

io
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. A
lso

, b
ic

yc
lin

g 
is 

a 
so

ci
al

 a
ct

iv
ity

, a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

of
te

n 
rid

e 
sid

e-
by

-si
de

 o
r i

n 
gr

ou
ps

. B
ic

yc
le

s 
ca

n 
ef

fic
ie

nt
ly

 
de

liv
er

y 
go

od
s 

an
d 

se
rv

e 
a 

cr
iti

ca
l l

in
k 

in
 th

e 
C

ity
’s 

fre
ig

ht
 n

et
w

or
k.

 B
ic

yc
le

 fa
ci

lit
y 

se
le

ct
io

n 
re

qu
ire

s 
an

 u
nd

er
sta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
e 

str
ee

t 
co

nd
iti

on
; b

ic
yc

le
 u

sa
ge

, v
ol

um
es

, s
pe

ed
s 

an
d 

ro
ut

es
; a

nd
 a

ut
om

ob
ile

 v
ol

um
es

 a
nd

 s
pe

ed
s 

(if
 

pr
es

en
t).

 R
ef

er
 to

 C
DO

T’
s 

Bi
cy

cl
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

 fo
r 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

cr
ite

ria
.

A
ut

om
ob

ile
s 

Pr
iv

at
e 

au
to

m
ob

ile
s 

ar
e 

an
 in

te
gr

al
 p

ar
t o

f 
C

hi
ca

go
’s 

ci
rc

ul
at

io
n 

sy
ste

m
. E

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 th

ey
 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
pl

ac
ed

 fo
ur

th
 in

 th
e 

de
fa

ul
t m

od
al

 
hi

er
ar

ch
y,

 th
ey

 s
til

l m
us

t b
e 
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co

m
m

od
at

ed
, 

w
ith
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 th

e 
co

ns
tra

in
ts 

of
 lo

w
er

 s
pe

ed
s 

an
d 

m
or

e 
pr

ud
en

t d
riv

in
g.

 C
om

m
er

ci
al

 v
eh

ic
le

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
gi

ve
n 

m
or

e 
le

ew
ay

, a
s 

th
e 

ef
fic

ie
nt

 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 g
oo

ds
 a

nd
 s

er
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s 
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ra
m

ou
nt
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 s
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po
rti

ng
 a
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ea

lth
y 

ec
on

om
y 

an
d 

m
ee

tin
g 

ne
ed

s 
of

 lo
ca

l b
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in
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 F
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h

t
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t a
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 g
oo
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 d

el
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er
y 
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n 
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po
rta

nt
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rt 
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’s 

str
ee

ts.
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 n

ot
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cl
ud

ed
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 a

 s
pe

ci
fic

 m
od

e 
be

ca
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e 
it 
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 c

ro
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-
m

od
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tru

ck
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(a
ut
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, b

ik
e 

tra
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cy
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, 

an
d 

de
liv

er
y 

pe
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on
 (p

ed
es

tri
an
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A
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iti

on
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ly,
 m

uc
h 

fre
ig

ht
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 d
el

iv
er

ed
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 ra

il,
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 tr
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en
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us
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’s 
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. I

n 
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ng

 th
e 
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od

e 
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rit

y 
of

 
a 

pa
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la
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tre
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lly
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 in
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 c
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si
de
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n 
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 b
e 
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 tr
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, w
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ug
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a 

m
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ve
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, d
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ig
n 

tre
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 w
ill
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id
e 
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n 
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ct
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 s

ee
 F
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ur
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19
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Th

e 
de

sig
n 

tre
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 c
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w
in

g 
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e 

pa
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m
et
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M

od
al

 H
ie

ra
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 a
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ve
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 »
Bu

ild
in

g 
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po
lo

gy
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 fr
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 a
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.
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Ro

ad
w

ay
 T
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 p
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 s
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m

e 
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w

id
th
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A
dd
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 d
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 c
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ed

 in
 

A
pp

en
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m
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sio
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 m
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 d
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 d
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 p
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 C
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ee

 3
.2

.1
). 

 S
am

pl
e 

cr
os

s 
se

ct
io

ns
 a

re
 p
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n
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e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 th
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an
d 

a 
le

isu
re

ly
 ri

de
 fo

r e
ve

ry
on

e 
el

se
. T

hi
s 

m
ay

 
re

qu
ire

 d
up

lic
at

e 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

on
 a

 s
in

gl
e 

str
ee

t 
su

ch
 a

s 
a 

m
ar

ke
d 

sh
ar

ed
 la

ne
, a

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 

bi
ke

 la
ne

, o
r a

 d
ou

bl
e 

w
id

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

bi
ke

 
la

ne
. R

ef
er

 to
 C

DO
T’

s 
Bi

cy
cl

e 
Pr

og
ra

m
 fo

r 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
cr

ite
ria

.

D
ia

g
ra

m
 o

f 
th

e
 C

u
rb

 A
re

a

S
ID

E
W

A
L

K
 F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 

Z
O

N
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U
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 P
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ng
 

O
n-

str
ee

t p
ar

ki
ng

 c
an

 b
e 

po
sit

iv
e 

or
 n

eg
at

iv
e 

fo
r c

om
pl

et
e 

str
ee

ts.
 O

n 
th

e 
on

e 
ha

nd
, o

n-
str

ee
t p

ar
ki

ng
 s

up
po

rts
 s

to
re

fro
nt

 re
ta

il,
 s

lo
w

s 
m

ov
in

g 
tra

ffi
c,

 a
nd

 p
ro

te
ct

s 
pe

op
le

 fr
om

 e
rra

nt
 

dr
iv

er
s 

an
d 

fa
st 

m
ov

in
g 

tra
ffi

c.
 O

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

ha
nd

, e
ac

h 
pa

rk
in

g 
sp

ac
e 

is 
va

lu
ab

le
 re

al
 

es
ta

te
 th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
us

ed
 fo

r c
ur

b 
ex

te
ns

io
ns

, 
bu

s 
sh

el
te

rs
, b

ic
yc

le
 p

ar
ki

ng
, t

re
es

, r
ai

n 
ga

rd
en

s,
 b

us
 la

ne
s 

an
d 

m
or

e.
 P

ar
ki

ng
 is

 
pr

ob
le

m
at

ic
 fo

r c
yc

lin
g 

du
e 

to
 th

e 
in

cr
ea

se
 

ch
an

ce
 o

f b
ei

ng
 “

do
or

ed
” 

or
 c

ar
s 

id
lin

g 
in

 
th

e 
tra

ve
l l

an
e 

w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r a

 p
ar

ki
ng

 s
pa

ce
 to

 
be

co
m

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e.

O
n-

str
ee

t p
ar

ki
ng

 d
oe

s 
no

t m
ak

e 
a 

str
ee

t 
m

or
e 

or
 le

ss
 c

om
pl

et
e,

 th
er

ef
or

e 
th

es
e 

po
lic

ie
s 

an
d 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 o

ffe
r n

o 
op

in
io

n 
on

 
its

 in
cl

us
io

n.
 If

 u
se

d,
 o

n-
str

ee
t p

ar
ki

ng
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 c
le

ar
ly

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
as

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
fro

m
 th

e 
tra

ve
l l

an
es

 (d
es

cr
ib

ed
 b

el
ow

). 
Th

is 
ca

n 
be

 
ac

co
m

pl
ish

ed
 b

y 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

cu
rb

 e
xt

en
sio

ns
 

(s
o 

th
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 re
m

ai
ns

 v
isu

al
ly

 n
ar

ro
w

er
 

w
he

n 
th

er
e 

is 
no

 p
ar

ki
ng

), 
an

d 
pa

vi
ng

 th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

ar
ea

 d
iff

er
en

tly
 th

an
 th

e 
ro

ad
w

ay
 

(c
on

cr
et

e 
or

 p
av

er
s,

 n
ot

 a
sp

ha
lt)

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 
pr

oj
ec

t m
an

ag
er

s 
ar

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 to
 e

xp
lo

re
 

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s 

to
 o

rg
an

iz
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

w
ith

 s
tre

et
 

tre
es

, b
us

 s
to

ps
, a

nd
 o

th
er

 e
le

m
en

ts 
in

 th
e 

in
te

rs
tit

ia
l a

re
a.

Fr
on

ta
ge

 L
an

es
 o

n 
M

ul
ti-

w
ay

 B
ou

le
va

rd
s 

Fr
on

ta
ge

 la
ne

s 
on

 m
ul

ti-
w

ay
 b

ou
le

va
rd

s 
sh

ou
ld

 
be

 re
se

rv
ed

 fo
r s

lo
w

er
 tr

af
fic

, t
ur

ni
ng

 tr
af

fic
, 

an
d 

to
 s

er
ve

 a
dj

ac
en

t p
ro

pe
rti

es
. T

he
y 

ar
e 

pl
ac

ed
 in

 th
e 

in
te

rs
tit

ia
l a

re
a 

be
ca

us
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 
no

t c
on

sid
er

ed
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 “
th

ro
ug

h”
 ro

ad
w

ay
.

Ri
gh

t T
ur

n 
La

ne
s 

Ri
gh

t t
ur

n 
la

ne
s 

th
at

 a
lig

n 
w

ith
 a

 p
ar

ki
ng

 la
ne

 
ar

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 to
 b

e 
in

 th
e 

in
te

rs
tit

ia
l a

re
a.

 
Tu

rn
 la

ne
s 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 to
 th

e 
w

al
kw

ay
 c

an
 b

e 
pr

ob
le

m
at

ic
 w

he
n 

th
e 

bu
ffe

r b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
is 

ju
st 

th
e 

cu
rb
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V
e

h
ic

le
 R

e
a

lm
 

Th
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

re
al

m
 re

fe
rs

 to
 th

e 
ar

ea
 p

rim
ar

ily
 

re
se

rv
ed

 fo
r t

hr
ou

gh
 v

eh
ic

le
s 

(b
us

es
, 

au
to

m
ob

ile
s,

 tr
uc

ks
). 

O
n 

sm
al

le
r r

oa
ds

 th
is 

w
ill

 
be

 th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

lo
ca

tio
n 

fo
r c

yc
lin

g.
 

Bu
s 

La
ne

s 
Bu

s 
la

ne
s 

ar
e 

tra
ve

l l
an

es
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
fo

r 
ex

cl
us

iv
e 

us
e 

by
 b

us
es

. T
he

y 
co

m
e 

in
 m

an
y 

fo
rm

s 
an

d 
fa

sh
io

ns
, f

ro
m

 ru
sh

-h
ou

r o
nl

y 
la

ne
s 

to
 p

hy
sic

al
ly

 s
ep

ar
at

ed
 tr

an
sit

w
ay

s.
 W

he
n 

ad
de

d 
to

 a
n 

ex
ist

in
g 

str
ee

t, 
a 

bu
s 

la
ne

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 c

on
ve

rte
d 

fro
m

 a
n 

au
to

m
ob

ile
 tr

av
el

 la
ne

, 
as

 o
pp

os
ed

 to
 w

id
en

in
g 

th
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 o
r 

re
m

ov
in

g 
pa

rk
in

g.
 B

us
 la

ne
s 

ca
n 

be
 s

ha
re

d 
w

ith
 c

yc
lis

ts,
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 if
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

lo
w

 b
us

es
 

or
 b

ik
e 

vo
lu

m
es

. H
ow

ev
er

, b
us

-b
ik

e 
la

ne
s 

re
qu

ire
 s

om
e 

sp
ec

ia
l a

cc
om

m
od

at
io

n 
to

 
re

du
ce

 p
ot

en
tia

l c
on

fli
ct

s 
at

 b
us

 s
to

ps
. O

n 
str

ee
ts 

w
ith

ou
t d

ed
ic

at
ed

 b
ic

yc
le

 fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
an

d 
w

he
re

 th
e 

bu
s 

la
ne

 is
 th

e 
rig

ht
-m

os
t l

an
e,

 
cy

cl
ist

s 
by

 d
ef

au
lt 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 to

 s
ha

re
 

th
e 

bu
s 

la
ne

, a
s 

th
er

e 
is 

no
 o

th
er

 p
ra

ct
ic

al
 

pl
ac

e 
fo

r c
yc

lis
ts 

to
 ri

de
. S

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
3.

5.
6 

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 la

ne
 w

id
th

.

Tr
av

el
 L

an
es

 
Tr

av
el

 la
ne

s 
ar

e 
ty

pi
ca

lly
 u

se
d 

by
 a

ut
om

ob
ile

s,
 

bi
ke

s 
an

d 
tra

ns
it.

 T
he

 n
um

be
r o

f l
an

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 k
ep

t t
o 

a 
m

in
im

um
. S

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
3.

5.
6 

fo
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 la

ne
 w

id
th

.

3
.3

.4
 

M
e

d
ia

n
A

 m
ed

ia
n 

is 
th

e 
ce

nt
er

 p
or

tio
n 

of
 a

 ro
ad

w
ay

, 
bu

t n
ot

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 ro

ad
w

ay
. T

o 
se

rv
e 

its
 

pu
rp

os
e,

 it
 m

ay
 b

e 
str

ip
ed

, p
ro

te
ct

ed
 w

ith
 

bo
lla

rd
s,

 ra
ise

d,
 o

r s
im

pl
y 

el
ev

at
ed

 w
ith

 a
 

dr
iv

ab
le

 s
ur

fa
ce

. O
nl

y 
Th

or
ou

gh
fa

re
s 

an
d 

so
m

e 
C

on
ne

ct
or

s 
ha

ve
 m

ed
ia

ns
. M

ed
ia

ns
 c

an
 

se
rv

e 
m

an
y 

fu
nc

tio
ns

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
m

ai
nt

ai
ni

ng
 

se
pa

ra
tio

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
op

po
sin

g 
di

re
ct

io
ns

 o
f 

tra
ffi

c 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

re
fu

ge
 fo

r p
ed

es
tri

an
s 

cr
os

sin
g 

th
e 

str
ee

t (
se

e 
be

lo
w

).

La
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

La
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

m
ed

ia
ns

 o
ffe

rs
 a

n 
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

 
to

 re
pl

ac
e 

a 
no

n-
fu

nc
tio

na
l p

av
ed

 a
re

a 
w

ith
 

gr
ee

n 
in

fra
str

uc
tu

re
. L

an
ds

ca
pi

ng
 in

cr
ea

se
s 

sto
rm

w
at

er
 re

te
nt

io
n 

an
d 

C
O

2  a
bs

or
pt

io
n,

 
m

iti
ga

te
s 

tra
ffi

c 
no

ise
, a

nd
 m

ak
es

 C
hi

ca
go

’s 
str

ee
ts 

m
or

e 
at

tra
ct

iv
e.

 T
he

 S
us

ta
in

ab
le

 
U

rb
an

 In
fra

str
uc

tu
re

 G
ui

de
lin

es
 a

nd
 P

ol
ic

ie
s 

co
nt

ai
ns

 d
et

ai
le

d 
gu

id
an

ce
 a

nd
 d

es
ig

n 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 fo

r t
hi

s 
sp

ac
e.

 

Pe
de

st
ria

n 
Re

fu
ge

s 
M

ed
ia

ns
 a

llo
w

 p
ed

es
tri

an
s 

to
 c

ro
ss

 th
e 

str
ee

t 
m

or
e 

ea
sil

y.
 T

he
y 

re
du

ce
 c

ro
ss

in
g 

di
sta

nc
e,

 
al

lo
w

 o
ne

 to
 c

ro
ss

 o
ne

 d
ire

ct
io

n 
of

 tr
af

fic
 a

t a
 

tim
e,

 a
nd

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 re

fu
ge

 to
 w

ai
t. 

A
 m

ed
ia

n 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 lo
ca

te
d 

an
d 

de
sig

ne
d 

fo
r u

se
 b

y 
pe

de
str

ia
ns

 is
 k

no
w

n 
as

 a
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 re
fu

ge
 

isl
an

d.
 S

ee
 S

ec
tio

n 
3.

4.
3 

fo
r d

et
ai

ls.
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Bu
s 

Ra
pi

d 
Tr

an
sit

 (B
RT

)

BR
T 

sy
ste

m
s 

ar
e 

ty
pi

ca
lly

 lo
ca

te
d 

in
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

n,
 b

ut
 c

an
 b

e 
de

sig
ne

d 
to

 o
pe

ra
te

 o
n 

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f s

tre
et

s 
an

d 
lo

ca
tio

ns
. W

he
n 

in
 

th
e 

m
ed

ia
n,

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 th

e 
sta

tio
n 

is 
cr

iti
ca

lly
 

im
po

rta
nt

. F
or

 fu
rth

er
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 s

ee
 th

e 
In

sti
tu

te
 fo

r T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
an

d 
De

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
Po

lic
y’

s 
Bu

s 
Ra

pi
d 

Tr
an

sit
 P

la
nn

in
g 

G
ui

de
 

(2
00

7)
.

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
Bi

ke
 L

an
e 

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
bi

ke
 la

ne
s 

ca
n 

be
 lo

ca
te

d 
in

 th
e 

m
ed

ia
n,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 in

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n 
w

ith
 a

 B
RT

 
sy

ste
m

.

Le
ft 

Tu
rn

 L
an

es
 

Le
ft 

tu
rn

 la
ne

s 
ca

n 
be

 p
la

ce
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
m

ed
ia

n 
pr

op
er

; h
ow

ev
er

 th
is 

m
us

t n
ot

 b
e 

at
 

th
e 

ex
pe

ns
e 

of
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 c
ro

ss
in

g 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s.

 

A
 k

e
y
 e

le
m

e
n

t 
o

f 
m

e
d

ia
n

 
d

e
si

g
n

 i
s 

th
e

 n
o

se
 -

 t
h

e
 

p
o

rt
io

n
 t

h
at

 e
xt

e
n

d
s 

p
a
st

 
th

e
 c

ro
ss

w
a
lk

. 
T

h
e

 n
o

se
 

p
ro

te
ct

s 
p

e
o

p
le

 w
a
it

in
g

 
o

n
 t

h
e

 m
e

d
ia

n
 a

n
d

 s
lo

w
s 

tu
rn

in
g

 d
ri

ve
rs

.

Fi
gu

re
 2

4 
ill

us
tra

te
s 

a 
so

lu
tio

n 
w

he
re

 a
 tu

rn
 

la
ne

 is
 n

ee
de

d 
at

 a
 m

ed
ia

n 
w

ith
 a

 c
ro

ss
w

al
k.

 
By

 s
tri

pi
ng

 a
 s

ho
ul

de
r a

lo
ng

 th
e 

m
ed

ia
n,

 th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f t
he

 m
ed

ia
n 

in
cr

ea
se

s 
so

 th
at

 b
ot

h 
th

e 
tu

rn
 la

ne
 a

nd
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 re
fu

ge
 c

an
 b

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
. N

ot
e 

al
so

 th
e 

no
se

 o
f t

he
 m

ed
ia

n,
 

w
hi

ch
 e

xt
en

ds
 p

as
t t

he
 c

ro
ss

w
al

k.
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In

te
rs

e
c

ti
o

n
s 

A
fte

r t
he

 b
as

ic
 c

ro
ss

-se
ct

io
n 

ha
s 

be
en

 s
et

, h
ow

 
str

ee
ts 

in
te

rs
ec

t n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

es
ta

bl
ish

ed
. T

hi
s 

is 
of

te
n 

th
e 

m
os

t d
iffi

cu
lt 

ta
sk

 o
f s

tre
et

 d
es

ig
n,

 
an

d 
cl

ea
rly

 im
po

rta
nt

 a
s 

m
os

t p
ed

es
tri

an
 

cr
as

he
s 

in
 C

hi
ca

go
 o

cc
ur

 w
ith

in
 1

25
 fe

et
 o

f 
an

 in
te

rs
ec

tio
n.

10
  

In
te

rs
e

ct
io

n
s 

sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a
s 

co
m

p
a
ct

 a
s 

p
o

ss
ib

le
.

3
.4

.1
 

L
a
y
o

u
t 

Co
m

pa
ct

 o
r 

Co
m

pl
ex

 
In

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
 ra

ng
e 

fro
m

 c
om

pa
ct

 to
 c

om
pl

ex
, 

se
e 

Fi
gu

re
 2

5.
 T

he
 fo

rm
er

 h
as

 th
re

e 
or

 
fo

ur
 le

gs
 a

nd
 ri

gh
t a

ng
le

s.
 M

os
t o

f t
he

 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
 ju

nc
tio

ns
 in

 C
hi

ca
go

 fi
t t

hi
s 

de
fin

iti
on

. T
he

 la
tte

r h
as

 m
ul

tip
le

 le
gs

, t
ra

ffi
c 

isl
an

ds
, s

ke
w

ed
 a

ng
le

s,
 a

nd
/o

r t
ur

n 
la

ne
s.

 
C

hi
ca

go
’s 

six
-p

oi
nt

 in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

, s
in

gl
e 

po
in

t 
ur

ba
n 

in
te

rc
ha

ng
es

, a
nd

 d
iv

er
gi

ng
 d

ia
m

on
d 

in
te

rc
ha

ng
es

 fa
ll 

in
to

 th
is 

ca
te

go
ry

. 

In
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

 s
ho

ul
d 

be
 a

s 
co

m
pa

ct
 a

s 
po

ss
ib

le
. P

eo
pl

e 
w

al
ki

ng
 a

nd
 c

yc
lin

g 
ca

n 
ea

sil
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Examine Existing Sustainability Data Sets

Summarize Prior Public Engagement

Update Budget

Site Visits

Initial Observation

Observation checklist

Building Form and Function

Roadway Form and Function

Typical Sections

Intersection and Mid-block Crossing Worksheets

Mapping and Analysis

Generate and Analyze Typology Maps

Generate and Analyze Activity Maps

Generate and Analyze Volume Maps

Generate and Analyze Crash Maps

Identify Preliminary Sustainability Strategies

Create Outreach Plan

Modal Deficiencies & Hierarchy

Revisit Project Goals and Envionmental 
Requirements; Formalize Strategies

Create Design Alternatives

Summarize Project Information from Scoping

Cross Section Development

Perform Sustainability Calculations

Identify Sustainable Features

Initial Public Engagement

Schematic Design

Analyze Crashes and Design for Safer Streets

Apply Street and Intersection Designs and Policies
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Create Geometric Layout

Conduct Signal Timing Analysis

Conduct Traffic Impact Studies

Review Intersection Design

Verify sustainable requirements or request variance

Obtain Feedback and Approvals

Engage Internal Partners

Engage External Agencies

Engage Public Stakeholders

Design Impact Evaluation

Calculate Projected MMLOS

Conduct Stormwater Modeling

Perform Sustainability Valuation

Prepare Prefered Alternative

Record Design Outputs

Construction

Communicate project objectives to staff and contracto

Consider design changes and impact on Sustainable 
objectives & hierarchy

Address any MOT Issues

Public Outreach

Practice Sustainable Construction per Volume II

Measurement

Safety

Modeshare

Process Efficiency

Stakeholder satisfaction

Health

Economic prosperity

Security
Ensure Commissioning & Monitoring plan is being 
implemented
Maintenance

Identify Maintenance Needs

Establish Program Maintenance and Replacement Cy

Program Funding for Maintenance

Identify CS Improvements During Maintenance*
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