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	CITY OF PORTLAND

CityFleet
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE



	

	Idle Reduction Policy

	


	

	Purpose
	The purpose of the Idle Reduction Policy is to outline a procedure that will reduce vehicle and equipment idle time. This Administrative Rule is supported by the City’s sustainability goals and will significantly reduce vehicle emissions, environmental impact, operating costs, and dependence on foreign oil.

Reducing the combustion of fossil fuels will reduce airborne sulfur dioxides, particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and other toxic air pollutants. These pollutants are known to cause respiratory or nervous system damage as well as cancer and other health problems.  In addition, the Idle Reduction Policy supports the City’s climate change goals by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from our fleet.

Presently, the CityFleet Division of the Office of Management and Finance manages about 2,850 vehicles and equipment.  Of this total amount, 2,372 of the vehicles and equipment run on either unleaded fuel or blends of bio-diesel.  The City purchases approximately 1.2 million gallons of unleaded and 650,000 gallons of bio-diesel for a total of about 1.9 million gallons of fuel per year. According to Fleet industry analysis, reducing idle time can save about 12% of the fuel we consume. This equates to a potential savings of about 228,000 gallons per year.



	
	

	
	

	Council Policy
	CityFleet shall be responsible for developing fuel conservation plans for City vehicles and equipment. 

	
	

	
	

	Rule
	1. CityFleet shall pursue alternative programs to reduce dependency on fossil fuels, reduce fuel consumption, and promote clean air.

2. Employees shall reduce idling of City vehicles and equipment whenever possible to improve engine life, reduce fuel costs, reduce vehicle emissions, and improve health and safety.
3.    Bureaus shall ensure employees:

a. Limit idle time of diesel-powered vehicles to no more than 5 minutes during warm-up, gasoline-powered vehicles to no more than 5 minutes during warm-up, and at times when the vehicle is being restarted after a prolonged period of shut down because that result is a similar condition to initial shift warm-up. 

b. Do not unnecessarily idle diesel vehicles more than 5 minutes or gasoline vehicles more than 1 minute when vehicle is stopped for a foreseeable period of time.

c. Allow appropriate time for cool-down of diesel vehicles prior to shutting them off, not to exceed 5 minutes.

d. Restrict idle time to less than 3 minutes for gasoline vehicles making frequent and multiple stops.

4.      This rule does not apply to:

                 a.  Circumstances where the following may be compromised

if the engine in any motor vehicle is turned off: The health and safety of City employees, vehicles involved in emergency response, the safe and efficient use of vehicles and tools, or the wise use of City resources.

b. Situations where engine power is necessary for an   

                      associated power need such as, but not limited to,

                      electrical or hydraulic power generation, inverter or tool  

     use, hoist, winch, lift gate or boom operation.

c.  Exceeding any idle limit for the purpose of defogging, defrosting, or de-icing windows. Idling must end once fog, frost, or ice conditions have been eliminated.  When window ice or frost conditions are present, ice or frost shall be removed from windows with a scraper.

d.  Idling a vehicle for up to 15 minutes for the purpose of getting warm and/or dry if indoor accommodations are not available in the immediate work area.  Adequate ventilation must be present.

                 e.  Testing, servicing, or inspecting City vehicles or  
                       equipment by repair staff.

	
	

	
	

	Authority for Rule
	City Code 3.15.010, .020C and .030
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